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Personification

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

• Identify personification

• Analyze personification

RESOURCES AND PREPARATION

You will need photocopies for students of:

• Student Lesson Summary, p. 241

• Practice Model, “The Young Sea,” p. 242

• Practice Worksheets, Levels A and B, pp. 243–244

• Reteaching Worksheet, p. 245

Teach
1. Personification: Write the following example on the board to introduce personification

and review the difference between figurative and literal language.

EXAMPLE Suddenly the engine failed and the car came to a halt.

EXAMPLE The car let out a frustrated groan, and refused to budge any further.

• Explain that the first example is an example of literal language: The words tell
what factually happened.

• Ask: Why is the second example not considered literal language? (Sample: The
car is incapable of feeling frustrated, and incapable of making a choice to “refuse”
to do something.)

• Explain that such language is figurative, an imaginative description that helps the
reader visualize the scene. It is not meant to be understood in its literal sense.

• Elicit that the feelings and actions described are things a person would feel and
do. Tell students that applying such language to animals or objects is called
personification.

2. Teaching Personification: Distribute the Lesson Summary and preview the Academic
Vocabulary. Explain that personification is a technique that may be used in any
genre. Often, it is used in poetry, to create vivid imagery, and in fables—where animal
characters are given the power of speech and human personality traits. Use the examples
on the Lesson Summary to discuss the different ways the technique can be used.

• Animal Characters: Point out that animals cannot be sly or devious; these are
human traits.

• Inanimate Objects: Ask: What action described is a plate incapable of doing?
(laughing)

• Places: Note that humans can be friendly, not cities. A literal version of the same
statement might read: The people in Detroit are very friendly.

• Forces of Nature: Ask students to give examples of nature personified.

• Abstract Ideas: Elicit additional examples from students such as time stood still
and love is cruel.
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PERSONIFICATION, CONTINUED

3. Guided Practice: Have a volunteer read aloud “The Wind” on the Lesson Summary.

• Read and discuss the annotations.

• Discuss what the poet achieves by attributing human qualities to a force of nature.
(Sample: It imbues nature with a sense of mischief and childlike joy.)

QUICK CHECK. Write the following sentence pair on the board. Then ask students
the questions.

A) The lazy sun woke up and decided it was time to rise.

B) The sun rose slowly in the eastern sky.

1. Which sentence contains personification? (A)

2. What human quality is attributed to the sun? (laziness)

3. What human actions are attributed to the sun? (waking up, making a decision)

Practice and Apply

Practice activities on personification appear on pp. 243–244.

• Assign Practice Worksheet A to students who need more structured activities.

• Assign Practice Worksheet B to grade-level and above-level students.

NOTE: Both worksheets require the Practice Model, pp. 242.

Sample Answers: Practice Worksheet A

1. the sea 2. being restless 3. speaking 4. laughing 5. being reckless

Sample Answers: Practice Worksheet B

1. hunting, line 4; speaking, lines 5 and 18; laughing, line 12 2. being restless, line
3 3. being reckless, line 12 4. The sea is a person who is always on the move, who
moves without a care, and is confident of its own powers.

Assess and Reteach
Use these guidelines to determine if students need the Reteaching Worksheet.

• Practice Worksheet A: Students should be able to identify each example of
personification in the lines identified. If not, they would benefit from reteaching.

• Practice Worksheet B: Students should be able to identify and describe each example
of personification in the poem. If not, they would benefit from reteaching.

For students who need reteaching, review the difference between figurative and literal
language. Then, have them review the different types of objects and ideas listed on the
Lesson Summary that can be attributed with human qualities. Brainstorm new examples of
personification for each type. Then assign the Reteaching Worksheet, p. 245.

Sample Answers: Reteaching Worksheet

1. a 2. b 3. a 4. a 5. a 6. the hurricane; showing mercy 7. the
phone; refusing 8. the toaster; coughed up

240 Book 1: Literature Standards Lesson Files
Grade 6

Li
te

ra
tu

re
28

C
op

yr
ig

ht
by

M
cD

ou
ga

lL
itt

el
l,

a
di

vi
si

on
of

H
ou

gh
to

n
M

iff
lin

C
om

pa
ny



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF005500730065002000740068006500730065002000730065007400740069006e0067007300200074006f00200063007200650061007400650020006100200048006f0075006700680074006f006e0020004d006900660066006c0069006e0020005300740061006e00640061007200640020005000440046002e00200020004c006100730074002000750070006400610074006500640020004d00610079002000310032002c00200032003000300034>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


